Vascular dynamics in the descending aorta of the human fetus in normal late pregnancy.
Fetal blood flow velocity and diameter changes in the lower thoracic part of the descending aorta were compared in twenty normal pregnancies between the gestational age of 30 and 41 weeks. The mean blood flow velocity remained constant throughout the study period whereas a significant increase in vessel diameter was observed. The significant increase in aortic stroke volume and blood flow was in correlation with this diameter change.